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Daisy O. Westbrook

Harriet L. Collier

Helen A. Moss

Florine M. Lawson

J. Cleveland Lemons

Nathaniel L. Guy

Ruth M. Brown

Celestine E. Lott

Henry L. Grant

Mamie L. Hope

Graduates of the Washington Conservatory 1910-14

Desiree C. Catlett

Cornelia B. Seele

Angela B. Bishop

Emma L. Williams

Wilhelmina B. Patterson

Gladys C. Fearing

Ruth E. Weatherless

Grace Gibbs Brown

Jane R. Fisher 

Katie F. Phipps

Della B. Turner

Christine M. Jackson

Minnie G. Young

Rosa B. Mitchell

Elsie A. Wiggins

Ethel M. Wilson

Jewel Jennifer Phillips

Arthur R. Grant

Grace D. Anderson

Pearl M. Taylor



Hometowns of the First 30 Graduates



Lizzie Gray ‘25, Jack Slavik ‘23, Davis Moore ‘23, Ariana Raduege ‘23





Harriet Gibbs Marshall (1868-1941)

Oberlin Conservatory Graduate

Concert Pianist

Founder of the Washington Conservatory of Music



The Washington Conservatory of Music



www.blackbroadwayonu.com/explore 

The Washington Conservatory of Music

https://musicalgeography.org/our-maps/#WalkingMap
http://www.blackbroadwayonu.com/explore
http://www.blackbroadwayonu.com/explore


Early Conservatory Faculty

Emma Azalia Hackley. 
Courtesy of Detroit Public 
Library. 

Abbie Mitchell. Reproduced from 
Maud Cuney-Hare, Negro Musicians 
and Their Music. 

Clarence Cameron White. 
Courtesy of Detroit Public 
Library.



Ad in The Crisis, ed. W.E.B. DuBois, V. 6-7 (1913-1914), 101. 

Curriculum



Art Music by Black Composers: A New Canon

Performed at 1910 Commencement: Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s “She 
Rested by the Broken Brook” and Harry T. Burleigh’s “Jean.”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sPoeytpvFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mhs1mH1sum8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mhs1mH1sum8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mhs1mH1sum8


WCM Educators Nationally and in DC

https://musicalgeography.org/alumni-in-the-schools-teachers/
https://musicalgeography.org/alumni-in-the-schools-teachers/


Daisy Westbrook (1886-1970)

St. Louis Globe Democrat, St. Louis, MO, 14 February 1954, 20.



Grace Gibbs Brown, undated portrait. Carter G. Woodson, “The Gibbs 
Family,” Journal of Negro History 11, no. 1 (October 1945), 9.

Grace Gibbs Brown (1892-1993)

Grace Gibbs Brown, memorial program, 26 August 1993. Courtesy of 
Phylicia Fauntleroy Bowman.



Hampton Glee Club, conducted by Wilhelmina B. Patterson (second row on the far right), 
unknown year, Courtesy of Dale-Patterson Papers, Smithsonian Anacostia Community 
Museum.

Wilhelmina B. Patterson (1888-1962)

Patterson at the piano, circa 
1920. Courtesy of Dale-Patterson 
Papers, Smithsonian Anacostia 
Community Museum.



Cleveland Public Library Digital Gallery Courtesy of Library of CongressArthur R. Grant circa 1919. Washington 
Conservatory of Music Papers, Box 1, 

Folder 2, Moorland-Spingarn Research 
Center, Howard University.

Arthur R. Grant (1887-1949)

https://cplorg.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16014coll17/id/12672
https://cplorg.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16014coll17/id/12672


Jewel Jennifer Phillips (1897-1949)

Courtesy of Library of Congress



The 1933 All School Orchestra, led by Henry L. Grant. Dunbar High School 1933 Yearbook, pg. 
69, Courtesy of Sumner School Museum and Archives, Washington, DC.

Henry Lee Grant, courtesy of findagrave.com

Henry Lee Grant (1886-1954)



The National Negro Music Center 

Marshall’s letterhead circa 1940. Courtesy 
of Sarah Schmalenberger

Undated brochure from National Negro Music Center. Courtesy of Sarah Schmalenberger



NANM Founded in 1919

Mission: 

“NANM promotes, preserves, and supports all genres of music created or 

performed by African-Americans.”

NANM Seventh Annual Convention Photo, Indianapolis, IN, 1925. Courtesy of Indiana Historical 
Society.



Local Branches of the National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM) 1919-27. 

Juxtaposed with 1920 U.S. Census Data Color-Coded by Percentage of African-American 

Residents.

NANM branch data courtesy of Doris Evans McGinty, ed., A Documentary History of the National Association of Negro 
Musicians, (Chicago: Center for Black Music Research Columbia College, 2004). Map by Maeve Nagel-Frazel

https://arcg.is/0re0nj
https://arcg.is/0re0nj
https://arcg.is/0re0nj


“Columbus Means to Lead,” 
The Negro Star, Witchita, KS, 
21 July 1922, 2. 

Maude Roberts George, “News of the Music 
World,” Chicago Defender, Chicago, IL, 10 
September 1927, 7. 





Harriet Gibbs Marshall to Henry Churchill King, 25 
May 1914, Henry Churchill King Papers, Box 50, 
Oberlin College Archives



Eileen Southern, 1986. 
Courtesy of Lilian Kemp 
Photography

Samuel Floyd Jr. Image courtesy 
of Columbia College



Doris Evans McGinty 



Undine Smith Moore 
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